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INTRODUCTION

In this section of research, I am exploring ways in which to increase sociability 
within a community to fulfil one of the four pillars of Hauora; social 
wellbeing. Hauora is team RIMA’s concept that will form the base decisions 
around our design practice for the Maraenui Community Project. 
Socialisation also nurtures the remaining three points of wellbeing; physical, 
mental and spiritual, as people come together in these various ways to connect 
on deep and meaningful levels of interaction. 

So, what exactly is Hauora? According to the Maori dictionary, Hauora is defined 
as  to be ‘fit, well, healthy, vigorous, in good spirits’ (Maori Dictionary, n.d). It is a 
Maori philosophy that encompasses the four main aspects of a person’s health: 
physical, mental, social and spiritual. It is our idea to build upon this philosophy 
by creating new places in the Maraenui Community that will enrich all four states 
of wellbeing (Slideshare. Well-being, Hauora, 2009). Taha Whanau translates to 
Social Well-being, which places a focus on relationships, feelings especially 
relating to belonging, compassion, care and support. 

In “Make streets a ‘place’, not a ‘space’”, my research examines how we can incorporate a safe, yet fun and interactive 
form of road crossing. This could increase happiness and serve as wayfinding tool on an otherwise plain road.

“Seating and Shelter” and “Signage and wayfinding” explore some unique ways that these aspects have been created 
to increase community sociability. 



Adj: Relating to activities in which you meet and spend time with other people and 
that happen during the time when you are not working. – Cambridge Dictionary

Adj: Relating to society and living together in an organized way. – Cambridge Dictionary.

Adj: Social means relating to society or the way society is organized. – Collins Dictionary. 

Adj: Social means relating to leisure activities that involve meeting other people. – Collins Dictionary. 

Outcome

According to these definitions, one can say that sociability revolves around the fundamentals of deep and meaningful 
relationships between people, objects and places. The way in which objects are laid out within a place will determine the 
way in which people interact with it and each-other. In turn, sociability feeds into the physical, mental and spiritual wellbe-
ing of a community as people use communal facilities to interact, learn and grow together. 
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MAKING STREETS A ‘PLACE’, NOT A ‘SPACE’

Currently, the empty sections across from Maraenui’s shopping centre have no safe mode of crossing in between. This 
imposes a safety issue, as well as creating isolation between each significant section/place. As a group, we have discussed 
that designing a crossing would eliminate the issues above by providing a safe link between each section. 

There are many regulations to consider when designing a road crossing, such as ensuring the surface is stable and slip 
resistant (NZ Transport Agency. Section 15 Crossings, n.d.).Pedestrians and drivers should have a clear view of each 
other and the crossing. This is measured by the minimum sight approach distance for drivers and crossing sight distance 
for ped’s.

Crossings should be clear of any visual impairments, foliage should       
be maintained and ideally, crossings should be level with the 
footpath (NZ Transport Agency. Section 15 Crossings, n.d.). 

Appropriate signage, painting, lighting and railings are yet more of the many considerations to make for a crossing in New 
Zealand (NZ Transport Agency, n.d.). There are many styles of road crossings to choose from like the zebra, raised or 
island crossing. Each type of crossing has its own set of specific building requirements to follow. Therefore, more reading 
on each type of crossing needs to be done, as well as an analyzation of Maraenui’s road to see what obstacles exist there 
that would determine which crossing would best fit into the environment.

Another major factor to consider besides the crossing itself, would be the pedestrian. Are they walking, running, cycling, 
pushing a pram, are they in a wheelchair? Young or old, fast or slow (NZ Transport Agency. Section 3, p 2 Pedestrian 
characteristics, n.d.). 

To conclude, a style of crossing needs to be confirmed through actual requirements that will fit with the road by Maraenui’s 
shopping area. Then we can look at how integrate a higher level of Hauora’s ‘social’ into the base design; whether that be 
through placing unique colours, art or wayfinding to enhance the safety and wellbeing this structure should communicate.

OUTCOME
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SEATING AND SHELTER

Seating is an important attribute that makes a communal place more sociable. This is because an area of rest is provided 
where people can engage in leisurely time and/or conversation, thus building up stronger relationships with their awareness 
to their environment and one another. This, in turn, can bring communities with diverse cultures together; forming social 
interactions where different people find common concerns, interests and goal for their community and families (Community 
Tool Box, n.d.). 

“Good places for interaction are places where people – often from many parts of the community and/or diverse backgrounds 
– meet naturally and interact comfortably and often pleasurably because of the nature or attraction of the space and/or the 
activities associated with it” (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, n.d.). 

To make seating more communal, the design should consider the factors of basic human interaction, such as sharing a meal 
– an activity that has brought people together for centuries (Community Tool Box, n.d.). It is important to consider the 
multiple uses of the seating; watching/looking after children, watching sports, eating and conversation etc. Another 
consideration is to ensure the place where seating is provided is surrounded by a ‘mixed-use’ concept. This means that 
shading/shelter and other facilities such as bathrooms should be included in the same area (Auckland Design Manual, n.d.).

Sheltered areas allow for places to remain open yet protected from harsh elements like sun and rain. They enable and 
encourage annual rather than seasonal use of a place. 

In my visual research, I have been looking at structures that have a solid, sturdy design to reduce vandalism as well as 
structures with shapes where multiple people can come together to sit and watch/eat/talk. 
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SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING

Signage has been integrated into our daily lives to help us make sense of the 
world we live in. We use signs to tell us where to go, when to go – or stop –  and 
how to get somewhere. A good sign will be taken for granted as it fits smoothly 
into our lives by functioning exactly how it should be (Preservation in pink, 2012). 
Signs also act as a means of promotion not only to residents, but especially to 
tourists who are not well accustomed with their newly inhabited environment 
(Fiegel, S. 2017). If a community has well established wayfinding, then locals and 
visitors will more likely spend longer amounts of time and money within the area 
(Fiegel, S. 2017).

Signage is also another way to create an identity for a community using the same 
colours and fonts, as this will create a consistent message and make the 
community cohesive and attractive (Fiegel, S. 2017).

As well as using attractive and cohesive colour and font; creating contrast for 
readability is key to a clearly designed sign. Sizing of font, the height or 
placement of the sign also effect the readability and are all elements to consider 
(Fell, J. 2014). 

In my visual research, I’ve selected a few images where bright colour, natural 
colour or black and white have been used to create contrast. Signs with nothing 
but text, signs made from images to form letters and so on to see what works 
visually in context to what it is intending to communicate. 
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